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What is an idiom?
An idiom is a phrase with a special meaning,
like over the moon or pulling someone's leg.

I'm over the moon means I'm very pleased.

I'm just pulling your leg mean s I'rn joking.

When you see or hear an idiom, fou may know
all the words in it (over, moon, pull etc.) but you
may not know what the idiom means.

Why are idioms useful?
Idioms are very common in spoken English and
informal written English, so it is important -
and fun - to learn some of them.

In spoken English, they are used in most

situations, from friendly conversations to

business meetings.
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In written English, they are especially

common in newspapers because the writers
rvant to make the headlines and articles

interesting and lively.

What will I learn from this book?
\bu will not learn old-fashioned idioms like

raining cats and dogs! You will learn idioms

:hat are frequently used in modern everyday

Enelish.

This book concentrates on about 130 of the

:-rost commonly used idioms.

lhe idioms are all contained in short,

::tertaining texts, so that you can easily see

:l:e meaning of each idiom and how it is used.
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The Index at the back lists the idioms in
alphabetical order, with further examples, and
provides space to write a translation in your
own language.

How to use the book
You can just read and enjoy the texts, learning as

you read, or help yourself to remember the

idioms like this:

' Read a text page and make sure you

understand the three (or four) idioms on it.

. Find the idioms in the Index at the back of the
book and translate them into your language.

When you have finished a chapter, think about
the review questions at the end of the chapter.

You can check your answers in the Answers
section at the back of the book.
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Types of people
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Does it matter if someone says

vou're no rocket scientist? Yes, it
does! This phrase means not very

intelligent.

\\hat if a newspaper describes a

politician as a dark horse? This

means nobody knows much about

him.

-{nd a party pooper? This means a

pason who spoils enjoyable activities

&ry rďusing to join lrr. This idiom is

*o useful in apologies:'I'm sorry

3 b€ a party pooper' but I have to

gn home now.'

no
rocket
scientist
not very

intelligent
person

dark
horse
secretive
person

party
pooper
person who
spoils fun
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Eraíns and beauty

Hcr car
turned

nlntost tts

ttany heads
ns she did.
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.\ Hollywood actress once met the

3ritish philosopher, Bertrand
i.;rssell. Whereas he was quite

-:lr'. she turned heads wherever

:]3 \\'€Ílt. She was rather full of
berself and said to Russell, 'They

'--. I'nl the most beautiful woman

--. ::re rvorld, and I hear you're the

-;.:rtest man. Imagine if we had a

-*--: rvith vour brains and my
|:':--\.

i 
-..<-.,. rr'ho rvas never lost for

r'ords. replied, 'lmagine if it had

T" :ťjut\'and your brains.'

turn heads
attract a lot

oÍ attention

Íull oÍ
yourselÍ
too pleased

with yourselÍ

lost Íor
words
not knowing

what to say
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Larger th an life
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iar''Sean Connery'to the man in
the street and he'll probably say

imes Bond'. The famous British
:<.ret agent,007, has been played

:-.' ;ir actors in the last forty years,

: -: Connery was the original and

:: -'5ablv the best. He was larger

áen life both on the screen and

m the flesh. Even in his 60s, he

* ;: .hosen by the readers of an

r :::::.rtional women's mag azine

;:' ]:: i\brlí/i Most Attractive

the man in
the street
an average
pers0n

larger than
liÍe
more exciting

than normal

in the Ílesh
as a real
person
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Twins
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