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A note on the text:

Certain words 

are highlighted 

as examples of 

adjectives. Bold, colorful words are 
vocabulary words and can be found in the glossary.
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At the Zoo

Tom and his sister, Kate, were so excited. They 
could barely keep from yelling as they neared 
the ticket booth. Their Uncle Mike was taking 
them to the zoo. Neither of them had ever been 
to the zoo before. They were looking forward 
to seeing all kinds of animals.

chapter one

There are many wonderful things to see at the zoo.
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	 “Look at that huge bush!” Tom shouted in 
surprise. He pointed to a bush that had been 
trimmed to look like one of the animals in the zoo. 
	 “That is awesome,” Kate said. “It looks just 
like a big, green elephant.” 
	 “What animals are you guys most excited to 
see?” asked Uncle Mike.
	 “I can’t wait to see the beautiful birds and 
the silly monkeys,” Kate answered.
	 “I want to see a scary lion with a loud roar,” 
said Tom.
	 “Well, you’re both in luck,” said Uncle 
Mike. “We can see all those and more!”

What do you imagine when Kate describes the bush outside the zoo?
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	 Tom and Kate used adjectives to tell about 
things they saw or wanted to see. Adjectives are 
words that help us learn more about nouns. 
They can be used to describe what color 
something is or how a person is feeling. They 
can explain how something sounds, smells, 
tastes, or feels. They can give details about 
people, places, or even ideas. If a word 
describes something, it is probably an adjective.

Adjectives help create a clear picture for readers and listeners to imagine.

scary
silly

beautiful
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Think about it

Extra Examples  

Here are some common types of adjectives:

Adjectives that end in -y: happy, tasty
Adjectives that end in -ous: fabulous, famous
Adjectives that end in -less: mindless, helpless
Adjectives that end in -able: adorable, available
Adjectives that end in -ful: painful, helpful

There are many other kinds of adjectives as well. 
Keep an eye out for them!

Keep an eye out for these endings. They can help you tell when a word is an adjective.
-y
-ous

-less
-ful -able
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	 “Where do you want to go first?” Uncle Mike 
asked. He looked down at a map of the zoo.
	 “Let’s go to the reptile house,” Kate replied. 
“I want to see some dangerous snakes.”
Adjectives often come right before a noun. 
	 “Can we go somewhere else first?” asked 
Tom. “Snakes are scary!” Other times, the 
adjective comes later in the sentence. 

This long, green snake found a quiet spot at the busy zoo.
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